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WHAT IS A COMMUNITY LEAGUE? 

A community league is a volunteer, not-for-profit organization formed to meet the needs 

and interests of residents within a defined geographic area (neighbourhood). 

AACL’s mission is to build a healthy, 

vibrant and connected community by 

facilitating inclusive programming 

and social opportunities through 

responsible caretaking of our facilities 

and our neighbourhood. 

 

 

Community leagues are recognized by the City of Edmonton as the primary speaking 

body for the community. 

 

Each league is supported by a 

Community Recreation Coordinator. 

Rocky Pilisko works with AACL. 

 

 

Leagues are part of a network of neighbourhood-based organizations operating under the 

umbrella of the Edmonton Federation of Community Leagues (EFCL). 

 

 

Learn more about the EFCL and community 

leagues at efcl.org 

 

 

Common functions of community leagues are to: 

 provide recreation and social programs such as soccer, basketball, learn-to-skate, 

family events, community garage sales, discussion evenings, movie nights, etc. 

 develop amenities such as a community hall, rink, playground, tennis courts, 

basketball courts, etc 

 represent the community at large on matters of interest to the appropriate order 

of government and other organizations e.g. traffic issues, new developments, 

housing, crime prevention. 
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MEMBERSHIP 
 
Any resident within the boundaries of the Alberta Avenue neighbourhood may become a 

full member; non-residents may become associate members. Membership fees are $20 for 

a family and $10 for single. If cost is a barrier, residents may instead volunteer a couple 

of hours around the league. Members receive a number of benefits including access to 

community swim, community rinks, rental discounts and 10% off at some local 

restaurants.  

 

Year No. of 

members 

2007-08 37 

2008-09 134 

2009-10 121 

2010-11 125 

2011-12 131 

  2012-13* 99 *until April 25/13 (8 of 12 months) 
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BOARD 

The volunteer board is challenged with encouraging its residents to become members, 

and then engaging its members to determine their needs and wishes to ensure programs 

and services reflect members’ needs, interests and diversity. A community league acts on 

behalf of its members. 

2012 Board of Directors 

 

 

Karen Mykietka President 

Cora Shaw Vice-President, Development 

Brendan van Alstine Secretary 

John Rhebergen Treasurer 

Lyall Pedersen Rink 

Greg Mclnulty Membership 

Gerard Forget Community Garden 

Heather Syren Programs 

Mike Otto Development 

Garett Spelliscy At-Large 
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LEAGUE AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY 

Area Purpose Statement 

Membership………………. Create awareness of the community league and engage residents in 

the community. 

Programs………………..... Provide access to affordable, healthy activities for area residents.  

Facility……………………. Run a well maintained facility open and used by the community 

Playgrounds………………. Ensure clean & safe playgrounds are available for our 

neighbourhood. 

Communication…………... Keep residents informed of league activities and community issues.  

Development……………... Have knowledgeable members who can represent community 

interests in regards to residents and commercial development.  

Hall Rental……………….. Generate revenue to cover facility operating costs. 

Gardening………………… Provide residents the opportunity to grow their own food while 

fostering a sense of community and working together to enhance the 

beauty and safety of our community. 

Social……………………... Create opportunities for residents to connect and have fun. 

Administration……………. Have policies, procedures and documentation in place to make 

transitions easier and not lose any knowledge base.  
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2012 AT-A-GLANCE 

 

The Farmers’ Market was permanently closed at the end of the 2012 season after struggling to keep vendors and 

bring in customers.  

Yoga classes were not resumed in the fall of 2012. Attendance had been waning and the new rec centre offers 

lots of programing including yoga.   

 League Activity At The Centre 

January Snow Bank Rink, Yoga Deep Freeze Festival, Bootcamp, Zumba 

February Snow bank rink, Family Day with 

CRUD, Yoga 

Bootcamp & Zumba 

March Snow bank rink, Women’s 

Wellness Fair, Spring Break 

Camp, Yoga 

Seedy Sunday, Zumba 

 

April Yoga, AGM Penny Carnival (Avenue Vineyard 

Church) 

May Spring Clean Up, Bloomin 

Garden Show & Art Sale, 

Community Garden 

 

June Bike Event, Campfire Night, 

Outdoor Pool Swim, Community 

Garden, Farmers’ Market 

KO Dance Project (NEW), The Ave We 

Had Performance (NEW) 

July Greenshack, Summer Camp, 

Outdoor Pool Swim, Community 

Garden, Farmers’ Market 

Pupusa Festival 

August Greenshack, Summer Camp, 

Outdoor Pool Swim, Community 

Garden, Farmers’ Market 

 

September Community Garden, Farmers’ 

Market 

Outdoor Movie (Avenue Vineyard 

Church), Kaleido Family Arts Festival 

(AOTA),Tibetan Bazaar (GSL) 

October  Drive-In Movie (NEW) 

November  Edmonton Potters Guild Sale, Just 

Christmas, Grey Cup (CRUD) 

December  Yule Ave Merry Christmas (NEW) 

Year Round Community Access @ 

Commonwealth Rec Centre 

(Started in March) 
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DEVELOPMENT 

The league gave input on two significant development issues in 2012. One was a SDAB 

appeal hearing for a liquor store at Arden’s Food Mart in March. The Development 

Officer denied the application because it was within 100 metres of Norwood Square Park. 

The community argued against the liquor store and SDAB also denied it. 

In the fall, the league spoke in support of the housing branch’s proposal for a “Housing 

Investment Pause” or moratorium on non-market housing in Alberta Avenue and several 

other distressed neighbourhoods. City Council granted a three-year pause from October 

31, 2012 to November 1, 2015 which means the City will not approved any funding for 

new non-market housing during that time period - the Province and Homeward Trust 

Edmonton also agreed to respect this pause. 

We also provided information and assistance to some residents who were unhappy about 

a proposed new church building and we supported them at the SDAB hearing; however, 

the development was approved. 

Norwood Square Park 



Alberta Avenue Community League                                                                                         2012 Annual Report 

9 

 

RENTALS 

In 2012, we had two groups renting permanent space in the community centre - Theatre 

Prospero and Silver Skate Festival. We continued to have the Society for Creative 

Anachronism as regular weekly renters; Monster Pro Wrestling as regular one Saturday a 

month; and in November Ben Cafe Robe Society became a once a month renter. We have 

many regular renters who return every year to hold their events at the centre. Our 

Saturdays are almost always booked. The busyness of our facility is reflected in our 

rental revenue which this year reached $68,990. We are now at a point where our rental 

revenue is covering our facility operating expenses. 

FACILITY 

Over the last two years $120,000 in facility upgrades were completed including Lutz 

Room roof repairs, new shingles, new siding, and a patio in front of league. The majority 

of the funding ($105,000) came from grants: city Community League Infrastructure 

$8900; provincial CFEP $45,000 and city Facade grant $50,000. 

Edmonton Potters Guild Sale 
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STAFF 

Steven Michos continues as the part-time caretaker and jack of all trades. Jodi Doesburg, 

our facility manager, ended her time with us in October and in November we hired Josh 

Culling. Josh is working both daytime and evening office hours and handling the majority 

of the rentals. 

FUNDRAISING 

Note that the league’s next casino will be sometime between January - March 2014 and 

we will need 30 volunteers. Also we are a registered charity and would gladly receive any 

donations and supply charitable income tax receipts. 
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FINANCIAL REPORT 

Revenues for the 

year totalled 

$244,383, over 

65% of which 

was received 

from City of 

Edmonton 

grants, provincial 

grants and 

gaming, and 

federal grants.  

 

This grant and gaming income was designated for facility enhancements, repairs and 

maintenance, utilities, and the Green shack program.  Also, extensive use of the facility 

yielded almost $70,000 rental revenue. 

Expenditures for 

the year totalled 

$236,990.  Of 

this amount, 

80% was 

building and 

utilities related, 

and the 

remainder equal 

amounts of 

program and 

administrative 

expenses.  

Complete annual statements are available upon request to info@albertaave.org. 
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League Activities 

Greenshack Slip ‘n’ Slide 



Alberta Avenue Community League                                                                                         2012 Annual Report 

13 

 

@ The Centre Drive-in Movie 

Kaleido 
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PLANS FOR 2013 

Area 2013 Plans 

Membership Offer online membership payment option through our website. 

Programs Greenshack, Spring Clean, Bloomin Garden Show, Community Garden, Rink 

Facility Complete finishing work on Lutz Room; Replace Lounge Windows; Replace 

T12 lights with T8s; Landscape; Build west side patio; Install bike rack; 

Repair sidewalk/create curb cut from parking lot.  

Playgrounds Work with City on Norwood Park Square improvements. 

Publicity Have a regular ad in the Rat Creek Press. 

Development Work with Avenue Revitalization to create an Area Development Council. 

Hall Rental Write rental policies; Ensure all long-term renters have proper contracts; 

Increase weekday rentals.  

Gardening Expand the number of plots; Purchase a rototiller; Make garden boxes. 

Social Have a patio party at the end of summer when the new patio is completed. 

Administration Work on writing policies and procedures and start a facility operation manual.  
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SATELLITE IMAGE OF THE LEAGUE GROUNDS 

DURING KALEIDIO SEPTEMBER 2012 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9210  -  118 Avenue 

Edmonton, AB  T5G 0N2 

Office: 780-477-2773 

Fax: 780-401-3211 

Email: info@albertaave.org 

Web: www.albertaave.org  

mailto:info@albertaave.org
http://www.albertaave.org/

